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IX. 


Tue Re-OPENING OF THE SCHOOLS. 


During the first week of October the four veterina 
colleges commence their winter session. The Scote 
schools will bring their course toa close in May, 1897, 
when the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons will hold examinations. The English school 
will, we fear, not finish its course until July, 1897, and 
therefore the Council will have to provide a separate 
examination. This difference in the termination of the 
sessions may perhaps not be attended by any incon- 
venience to the students, but to the Council at Red Lion 
Square it is a serious matter for financial reasons and 
because it destroys the uniformity of the examinations. 
At least one of the teaching institutions believes that 
the prolonged and broken session is disadvantageous to 
the student. In the prospectus of the Royal (Dick) 
Veterinary College we read “In view of the extra ex- 
pense entailed on the student by the Summer Session 
and the difficulties experienced in utilising the spring 
vacation in seeing practice, the Council has decided to 
abandon it and revert to the continuous session termina- 
ting in May.” This school has tried a summer session 
and, in the interest of the student, abandoned it—a 
course which will meet the approval of all practitioners 
who value practical, clinical work. 

Whilst we acknowledge that the method of teaching is 
a matter within the jurisdiction of the schools we cannot 
forget the fact that the resu/t is dependent a good deal 
upon the decision of the Body Corporate. The candidate 
for a diploma should possess those attributes and those 
acquirements best suited to the life-work of a veterinary 
practitioner. No one is better able to say what these 
are than the collective veterinary profession, and it does 
not seem modest of any committee of amateurs to adopt 
a practice disapproved of by the vast majority of men 
most capable of knowing. When three schools out of 
four are in accordance with the convictions of the veteri- 
nary profession it is not difficult to say where the right 
lies. These matters however will probably obtain further 
consideration during the next few months, and now we 
— only say that we hope each school will have a large 
entry. 

The New Veterinary College commences on October 
7th and students will have the novel experience of hear- 
ing a personal description of investigation made by the 

rincipal in a distant country. 

Principal McCall will re-open the Glasgow Veterinary 
College on October 7th, and we have no doubt a large 
class will assemble to avail themselves of the unique prac- 
tical experience of this veteran professor. 

On October 1st Professor Macqueen will give the 
“pening address at the Royal Veterinary College in Lon- 

on, when his audience will be a crowd of old students 
and practitioners as well as the large class of students 
attracted by the strong array of talent and great facilities 

learning possessed by the institution. 

Pp Finlay Dun will deliver the inaugural address at 
Oct ening of the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College on 
a te : 5th. It is forty-seven years since he was a 
‘are at that school. What a retrospect of sound 

and good men will be at his command ! 


SWINE-FEVER (SUSPECTED ZONES) 
ORDER OF 1896. 


To reprint this Order in full would ocupy about 


it. The document is a work of art, drawn in the 
manner made familiar by scores of similar orders 
issued from the Board of Agriculture during the last 
three years of its decline and decadence. The Order 
looks as if it meant business but is really only a use- 
less flourish. It contains 21 clauses or articles. 


1. A “Suspected Zone” is a district or area declared 
by special order of the Board of Agriculture to bea 
suspected zone. 


None of the regulations can be enforced until the 
‘“‘zone’’ is declared. If Great Britain were declared 
a suspected zone some good might result, but if only 
one infected district out of a hundred is declared the 
Order is a dead letter. 


2. Noswine shall be moved into any market or sale 
in a suspected zone without a Declaration by the owner 
to the effect that the swine are not affected ; that they 
have been 28 days on the premises and not in contact 
with any new-purchased pigs ; and that their movement 
is not contrary to any notice of a local authority or any 
Order of the Board. 


A conscientious owner will have to consult his 
solicitor, the local authorities and the Board of Agri- 
culture before he can safely answer the last require- 
ment. Even then he may be wrong, for no living 
man knows all the contradictory orders and regula- 
tions now in force. 


3. No market or sale is to be held in a suspected zone 
except with a licence of the local authority. The licence 
must only be issued by an authority using common pre- 
cautions as to the place where sale is to be and the person 
who has to sell. A veterinary inspector shall attend 
every sale. 

4. As soon as practicable after the sale the place shall 
be swept, scraped, scrubbed, washed and disinfected. 

5. The order shall not apply to sale of swine ina 
part of a port defined for landing of foreign animals. 

6. The order does not apply to movement of swine by 
rail through a suspected zone. 3 

7. Swine may be moved out of a “zone” (if not 
stopped by a notice of a local authority or by an order 
of the Board) for slaughter within four days. They must 
first be marked and have a licence. = ‘ 

8. Swine ry not stopped by a notice of a local authority 
or an order of the Board) may with a licence and declara- 
tion by owner be moved out of a “zone.” 

9. Irish pigs may pass (without a licence) through a 
“zone” when it inc Mv a port at which they are landed. 
10 & 11. Nothing in the order shall so interfere with 
other regulations made by the Board or the local authori- 


ties that the Board may not over-ride or revoke it. 


nine of our columns so we shall attempt to condense » 
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12. A travelling inspector or a person authorised by 
the Board may upset an —— made for the move- 
ment of swine by a local authority. 

This enables the Board to use the local authorities 
when it suits them—to take all they can get and give 
nothing, least of all credit for help. 

13. The article permits local authorities to appoint 
unfit and improper persons to issue licences under the 
order and leaves this person to decide whether move- 
ment is necessary or expedient. No licence shall be 

granted by a man for movement of his own pig or for 
movement of a pig to or from his own place. 

14. A licence requiring a declaration must only be 
given with the declaration and both must be signed by 
the person granting the licence. ay 

15. Any person in charge of a pig being moved shall 
produce his licence on demand of a justice or a constable 
or of an inspector of the Board or an officer of the local 


authority. > 
16, 17, 18. Are of no importance except in detailing 


offences against the order. 

19. This article professes to be an “ interpretation.” 
It relates that “swine-fever infected place” means a 
jlace declared by the Board to be infected with swine- 
momen also that “swine-fever affected area” means an 
area declared by the Board to be an area infected with 


swine-fever. 
20. This Order comes into operation Sept. 1st, 1896. 
21. This Order may be called the “Swine-fever 
(Suspected Zones) Order of 1896. 
The swine-fever regulations are becoming quite 
lucid and simple. We now have 
Infected Places,” 
‘Infected Areas,” 
‘Suspected Zones with special rules. 
In time we may have more of these indefinite things. 
We suggest Doubtful Districts, Lingering Localities 
and Proclaimed Parishes—each with a long new order. 
Paper regulations may serve the purpose of suggest- 
ing to the tax-payer that something is being done for 
the annual waste of £163,000. What is wanted is, 
not more orders but, an intelligible organisation 
directed by skilled experts who will not trim and 
twist to every political breeze. 
This latest paper display bears the signature of 
J. T. Tennant, and we confess to a feeling of melan- 
choly satisfaction that a good man (devoid of veterin- 
ary knowledge and training but permitted to direct 
purely veterinary work) should be forced to put his 
— to a pretentious bogus order which he dare not 
enforce. 


CASES AND ARTICLES. 


A CASE OF SHOULDER LAMENESS, 
By J. E. Rickarps, M.R.C.V.S. 


I have read with mucb interest the paper on 
Shoulder Lameness discussed at the last meeting of 
the Midland Counties V.M.A. I was particularly 
interested in the matter of cases of fracture of the 
first rib with the so-called diagnostic symptom of 
dnopping of the elbow as I saw Mr. Rogers’ case. 
4 wih tw _ a case which will show that “ elbow- 

xopphag is by po means confin 


An aged bay mare, used in a one-horse omnibus, 
was being cast preparatory to neurectomy for well- 
marked navicular disease. She was very troublesome, 
in fact, just as the hobbles were all put on, reared up 
and knocked the man down at her head and galloped 
off across a field with the hobbles on, but of course 
not fixed. She was again secured and then success- 
fully put down. During the operation she struggled 
excessively, and when it was completed she was un- 
able to rise for about an hour and twenty minutes. 
after. Thinking this might be due to a dose of Indian 
hemp given her an hour before casting she was allowed 
to lie, covered up. Eventually she rose, with help, 
and was with great difficulty got into a loose box, 
twenty yards off. She was found to be very lame of 
the near fore limb, showing all the symptoms of a 
severe injury to the shoulder, viz., unable to bear any 
weight on the limb, standing with the knee and fet- 
lock joint flexed and the front of foot on the ground.. 
The mare was at once put into slings and made as 
comfortable as possible. The next day I saw my 
friend Mr. Rogers and told him I thought I had a 
similar case to his, and arranged with him to photo- 
graph the mare at the end of the week. On seeing 
the animal the day after the accident I found her 
much the same, but on seeing her on the fourth day 
from the mishap was very pleased to find her standing 
with her full weight on the injured limb and ap- 
parently all right. She was taken out of the slings 
during the day and put in again at night for a week 
after. By the time the neurectomy wounds were 
healed she was quite sound, and resumed her ordinary 
work. She subsequently, about eight months later, 
broke down from rupture of the perforans tendon 
and was destroyed. 

During the first week that the mare was lame there 
was evident swelling of the triceps muscle and I 
attributed the symptoms to sprain of that muscle. 

This brief relation of the case may be opportune 
and not uninteresting. 


DEATH FROM LIGHTNING STROKE, 
By Joun Freeman, M.R.C.V.S., Hull. 


During a heavy downpour of rain a black zorse at 
grass was struck by lightning and had evidently died 
without a struggle. There were no external marks, 
but the peculiarity of the case was that the hair on 
the near side of body and legs came off on the slightest 
touch, (when found he was laid on the off side), halt 
on off side in its natural condition. On removing 
skin it was much thickened on near side and looked 
as if it had been boiled. I should like to know if any 
other V.S. has noticed anything like this case 12 
animals killed by lightning, as I have examined scores 
of animals (various) and this is the first I have seen: 
The flesh on near side was black and green and putrid 


| —abdomen distended by gas, internal organs healthy, 


blood in a fluid condition. The horse was rising tw 
years old and in very good condition. 
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VETERINARY SOCIETIES, 


NORTH OF SCOTLAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The summer meeting of this Society was held in the 
Bon Accord Restaurant, Market Street, Aberdeen, on 
Saturday, August 29th. The President (James Thomson, 
Esq.) occupied the chair, and there were also present 
Messrs. McGregor, Howie, Morrison, Mellis, Wood, Mc- 
Pherson, McDonald, McBryde, Anderson, Marsden, Bar- 
ron, Sievwright, Dawson, Young and Skinner. Messrs. 
Cameron, Berwick-on-Tweed ; and Thompson, Edin- 
burgh, attended as visitors. 

The minutes of the previous meeting having been read 
and approved and the roll called, Mr. Paterson, 
M.R.C.V.S., Cluny, was, on the motion of Mr. McGregor, 
seconded by Mr. Howie, unanimously elected a member 
of the Society. 

The circular letter from the Southern Counties Veter- 
inary Medical Association bearing on exemption of 
veterinary surgeons from serving on juries and on the 
inadequacy of fees paid to veterinary surgeons when giv- 
ing evidence in criminal cases was read. 

After some discussion it was resolved that the South- 
ern Counties Veterinary Medical Association be suppor- 
ted in its resolution so far as it applies toexemption from 
serving on juries. 

Mr. Youne, M.R.C.V.S., Dundee, read a paper on 
“Tuberculosis and Tuberculin relative to Public Health,” 
in which he expressed the opinion that more cases of 
tuberculosis arose in the human subject through the in- 
gestion of milk from tuberculous cows than from the 
ingestion of tuberculous flesh, provided the latter was 

roperly cooked. He also gave some interesting statistics 

ring on the development and spread of tuber- 
culosis. 
; Mr. Woop, M.R.C.V.S., Turriff, read a 4 on 
‘Catarrhal Pneumonia in Irish Calves,” in which he very 
fully described the symptoms and pathology of this 
disease, as also the line of treatment pursued by him. 
iscussion having been invited on these papers, 

Mr. Barron intimated his approval of Mr. Wood’s 
treatment of catarrhal pneumonia by ammon. carb. and 
other stimulants, but so far as tuberculin was concerned 

Is experience was nil. 

Mr. G. Toompson, Edinburgh, spoke at some length 
on tuberculosis, and from numerous autopsies of cattle 
condemned through the tuberculin test which he had 
witnessed, he felt disposed to question the veracity of 
tuberculin as a diagnostic aid. 

Mr. Mexuis, Inverurie, stated that in a considerable 
number of cases tested by him the temperature rose to a 

egree much in excess of that usually seen in pronounced 
cases of tuberculosis as shown by the aid of tuberculin in 
other hands. 

Mr. AnpeERsoN, Keith, considered a temperature of 104 

+ Brand Fah. as being the most characteristic of the 


. Mr. McBrypg, Stricken, was of opinion that all breed- 
lig stock should be submitted to the tuberculin test with 
4 view of eradicating tuberculosis. — 
Mr. McPuerson, Huntly, expressed the opinion that 
© mode of treatment of catarrhal pneumonia presently 
“ ocated was very unsatisfactory, andreferring to tuber- 
sis he considered that the tuberculin test ought to be 
in every herd of breeding stock. | 
aan CaMERon, Berwick-on-Tweed, on being invited to 
a his opinion stated that in his district catarrhal 
pneumonia in calves was not at all prevalent. Regard- 


tic, and he would urge on every veterinary surgeon the 
necessity for making every enquiry and representation 
anent this dire scourge. 

Mr. Morrison, New Deer, also spoke on tuberculosis, 
and thought highly of the administration of terebene in 
the treatment of catarrhal pneumonia. 

Mr. McLaren, Brechin, recommended ol. terebinth 
and ol. lini. as being very efficacious in catarrhal 
pneumonia. 

Mr. Paterson, Cluny, was in favour of the adminis- 
tration of terebene by inhalation through the medium of 
hot water in catarrhal pneumonia. 

' Mr. Howre, Alford, had been successful with stimu- 
ants. 

Mr. SKINNER, Old Meldrum, made a few remarks on 
tuberculosis and catarrhal pneumonia. 

The PRESIDENT, in retiring, made mention of the 

leasure experienced by him during the two years hehad 
en in office and of the able assistance rendered him by 
the members and officebearers, towards rendering the 
meetings of the Society successful ; he wished the Society 
every success in the future. 

The following gentlemen were unanimously elected 
officebearers for the year 1896-97. President : W. Ander- 
son, Fife Keith. Vice-presidents: G. Barron, Echt and 
Adam Sievwright, Tarland. Secretary: W. Skinner, 
Old Meldrum. 7'reasurer : A Wood, Turriff. 

At the close of the meeting the members dined toge- 
gether in Mollison’s Restaurant. 

Wo. SKINNER, J/on. Sec. 


BORDER COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


A general meeting of the Society was held at the Bush 
Hotel, Carlisle, on Friday, the 4th of September. Mr. J. 
Armstrong, F.R.C.V.S. Penrith, President of the Societ 
occupied the chair, and there were also present: Mr. 
Thompson, Aspatria (treasurer); Mr. Carlisle, Mr. Me- 
Kie, Mr. Hewson sera Carlisle; Mr. Garnett, 
Windermere ; Mr. Croudace, Haltwhistle. 

The Secretary read a letter from Mr. Donald, Wigton, 
F.R.C.V.S., stating “that he could no longer remain a 
member of the Society after the proceedings of last 
meeting,” and adding that “perhaps the Chairman would 
explain to the meeting his acceptance of motions which 
were contrary to all precedent and opposed to establish 
regulations and settled practice.” 

Mr. Garnett said Mr. Donald had had a motion on 
the agenda paper for several meetings, and at last ‘meet- 
ing, not being there to move it and not having deputed 
anyone to move it for him, the meeting were quite 
justified in negativing his request for it to be again 

eld over. 

Mr. THompson said Mr. Donald had returned the 
circular he sent him regarding his subscription for the 
current year, and had written on the back of it “I am 
not in the enjoyment of members’ privileges and must 
respectfully decline to respond to the request.” He felt 
very sore and sorry about this because Mr. Donald was 
the first man to he steps to form the Society. Along 
with his (Mr. Thompson’s) late son, they fought hard to 
get it established, and with the aid of Mr. Carlisle, and 
himself they succeeded. He could not understand Mr. 
Donald taking umbrage in this matter. He had had all 
the privileges enjoyed by other members. (Hear, hear.) 
He considered Mr. Donald a good member, and he was 
very sorry he was not present to-day. Mr. Thompson 
went on to allude to the poor attendance of town mem- 
bers at these meetings. He himself had supported the 
Society to the best of his power, and had spared neither 


ing tuberculosis he thought the public were too apathe- 


time nor money to keep it afloat; and if members who 
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did not attend took umbrage at the present office hearers 
he would tender his resignation as treasurer at next 
meeting, and he hoped the Secretary would do the same 
and let the two offices go into one hand, but he would 
do his level best to support the Society. 

The PRESIDENT sat “ did not understand the mean- 
ing of Mr. Donald’s communications. He was there to 
be called to order if he had acted contrary to precedent. 
He challenged anyone to say so. Why did not Mr. 
Donald come to that meeting and back up what he had 
said. There was another thing. Once upon a time the 
Society enjoyed the privilege of having two members on 
the Council. Now they had none. So far as Mr. Thomp- 
son was concerned he would say nothing. He fought 
the battle of a good man. What did Mr. Donald do? 
When he thought he had a chance of becoming an 
examiner he threw it up, and never said once that he 
was going to retire from their representation. 

Mr. McKIE suggested that the Secretary write to Mr. 
Donald asking him to reconsider his decision. Mr. 
Croudace seconded the motion which was agreed to. 


SERVICE ON JURIES. 


The Secretary read the circular letter from the 
Secretary of the Southern Counties Veterinary Medical 
Association, Southampton, with regard to the exemption 
of veterinary surgeons from jury service and to the ques- 
tion of fees as witnesses in courts of law. 

Mr. GARNETT said it was certainly a desirable thing, 
though as to getting an Act of Parliament as suggested, 
he did not know whether that would be requisite. He 
pee like to support the Southern Counties all they 
could, 

Mr. Tompson said it appeared that the subject had 
been brought before the Council, and they had replied 
that they could not see their way to do anything in the 
matter, recommending an wees to the Local Parliamen- 
tary representatives. This method of treating so com- 
mon-sense a question by the Council was considered to 
be an argument in favour of a National Veterinary 
Association. He thought it was by the aid of societies 
like this that such things were to be brought about. 
Their object was to benefit the profession generally and 
not single individuals. ‘ 

Mr. CARLISLE said exemption from jury service was 
attempted many years ago, but net successfully. 


ADDRESSES OF SYMPATHY. 


Addresses of condolence on family bereavement were 
adopted by the meeting and signed & the President and 
~cageane! for presentation to Mr. Carlisle on the loss of 
his daughter, to Mr. H. Thompson, Aspatria, on the loss 
of his daughter, and to Mr. Jos. Pears, Penrith, who 
during one year lost three daughters, whose ages ranved 
from 21 to 33. 

On the motion of Mr. Hewson a similar address was 
presented to the President, whose mother dicd a short 
time ago. 

New MeEMBERs. 

Mr. Hewson nominated Mr. James Spence Smith 

Aspatria, as a member of the Society. . 


X Rays AND THE Horse’s Foor. 


Mr. Tuompson said he had the pleasure of seej 
demonstration of the X rays at the 
what gratified him most was to see the application of the 
rays to the foot of a horse, the photograph showing that 
the nails in the horn took from an outward to an “ 
ward direction. This was gratifying to him on fection 8 
of a little “tiff”? he had, the particulars of which h 
brought before the last meeting. . 


Cases Or UmBILicaL HEryta. 


Mr. THompson speaking on this subj i 
subject, which wag in- 
troduced by the President at last meeting, said a 


cases which Mr. Armstrong then brought forward were 
rather unique, and showed that opening into the abdomen 
was not sucha very serious matter as they used to think. 
How many thousands of horses, cattle, sheep, dogs and 
cats, were castrated when young ; the opening was made 
into the abdominal cavity yet all seemed to do well. But 
Mr. Armstrong’s cases went further, an opening being 
made into the intestines. One grand feature about them 
was non-intervention. In the principle portion of these 
cases as long as the animal will feed, and show no consti- 
tutional disturbance, let well alone, and don’t interfere. 
It was astonishing what nature would do. Whereas if 
you began to wash and interfere, possibly the case would 
terminate fatally. He once saw this well exemplified in 
a case of hernia of the brain in a young groom, who had 
been pitched off a horse and kicked on the side of the 
head ; a portion of the convolution of the brain came 
through the opening on to his ear for an inch and a half. 
He was carried home and put on a mattress. The doctor 
(Dr. Jones) would not allow him to be undressed, and 
would not let them touch the piece of brain or even 
sponge off the blood. The owner of the horse was so 
sympathetic that he would tuuch the young man’s lips 
with some brandy and water on a feather. He im- 
mediately went into convulsions. Great care had then 
to be used, and within a few days the brain gradually 
receded, and went nicely back into its place, and a 
splendid recovery resulted which was due to non-inter- 
vention. He was like Macbeth in reference to physic— 
“Tl have none of it.” 

The PRESIDENT said he had little to add to what he 
said at last meeting on this subject. He tried to show 
them what Mr. Thompson had now advanced. The 
advantages of non-interference, cleanliness, and anti- 

Mr. Tompson : I did not say cleanliness and anti- 
septics, 1 said non-intervention. 

The Prestpent added that he agreed with some of 
Mr. Thompson’s remarks, but not with all. 


Paper by Mr. H. THompson. 
Does the Council of the R.C.V.S.as'at present constituted 
nt the profession? with some anomalies of the 
ouncil. 


As an ex-Councilman and one that was blackballed at 
the last election I venture to say that the Council as at 
present constituted does not represent the profession. 

On examining the Register of 1896, the total number 
of the profession is 3179, estimated as follows :— 


England - - 2043 
Scotland - - 347 , 
Ireland - - 303 
Wales - - 91 
Foreign Parts - 203 
The Army - - 192 
3179 


These are represented on the Council Board by 32 
members or about one to every 99, and if a proper 
electoral division was made the representation would be 
something like the following :— 


Middlesex 241 members 24 representatives 
Lancashire 202 24 ” 
Yorkshire 291 3 
Rest of England 1309 13 ” 
Scotland 347 33° ” 
Ireland 303 3 ” 
Wales 1 
Army 192 2 
Foreign 203 2 
3179 32 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
I 
a 
lo 
fo 
to 
| en 
fes 
Su 
the 
init 
cert 
ap 
In t 
to 
It 
Cou 
tions 
thin] 
teane 
ath 
had 
i to pe 
prio; 
N 
RC. 
laws, 
teach 


September 19, 1896 THE VETERINARY RECORD 141 


Now how are we represented? Referring to the names 
of those on the Board, as at present formed, there ‘are no 
less than ten of them living in London or about one- 
third of the whole Council, three of whom are teachers 
at the Camden Town Veterinary College, so that it may 
almost be said that the Council represents London and 
the Royal Veterinary College. 

Lancashire has three members from Manchester alone, 
Yorkshire has two representatives, while Ireland has only 
one lay Councilman, and two of the Scottish colleges are 
represented by three members from the teaching staff, 
while Glasgow College and the lay members of Scotland 
have no representation at all; the army is also well 
represented. 

Now, gentlemen, should this state of things exist? I 
say no! and I again repeat what I said at Penrith at our 
meeting on 13th March last, that the profession will not 
be properly represented until we have electoral divis- 
ions and members of Council paid for their services. It 
can hardly be looked for, a country practitioner leaving 
his work for two or three days and paying his own ex- 
penses to and from London four or five times a year, an 
it is only by agitation that these reforms can be brought 
about. This and all kindred societies should take the 
matter up and refuse to support candidates for the 
Council Board unless they will endeavour to bring about 
this legislation. But from the experience we had at the 
last election it seems to me that the members of the 
se gem generally pay little attention or care very 

ittle about veterinary politics, this was well exemplified 
when the anonymous circular with the large black lines 
through some of the retiring members names was so well 
responded to, it showed pretty well the state of know- 
ledge of the profession on veterinary politics. 

It was a splendid electoral dodge on the eve of filling 
up the voting papers, and this was said to be done in 
support of higher education, while those men who were 
black-balled were saddled with being against it, and 
were sent to the right-about for sticking to the bye-laws 
even when supported by counsel’s opinion—they were as 
much in favour of the higher education as those on the 
other side who professed to be its great supporters. 

If bye-law 52 did not fulfil the requirements, notice of 
motion should have first been given to have it rescinded, 
and not amended, and another put in its place, but as 
long as it remained on the Register it would have to be 
followed. 

On referring to the Register it will be found that 
bye-law 52 and the first schedule had to be read together 
to be understood. The bye-law said “that students who 
enter the veterinary schools shall, prior to their first pro- 
fessional examination of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, produce to the secretary of the R.C.V.S. one of 
the certificates specified on the first schedule.” 

_ _ Now the first schedule contains the names of 21 exam- 
ining bodies in England, Ireland, and Scotland and a 
certificate from any one of these admits the student as 
4 pupil to the teaching schools, but there is no mention 
in the bye-laws about how many times the candidate had 
to sit for his certificates. 

It would be a bit of presumption on the part of the 
Council to dictate to anyone of the examining institu- 
tons how they had to conduct their examinations, and I 
think it can hardly be said that the great storm in the 
a was due to these certificates. From what I can 
er the great commotion was owing to students who 

d no certificate from any of these institutions and had 
to pass a matriculation examination in general education 

Prior to their first professional. 

Now I have searched the bye-laws through and cannot 

RG im any part of them where the Council of the 
VS. says that a student shall pass any matriculation 

Xamination ; it may be a minute, but it is not in the bye- 

iv*., Is this an oversight of the Council? Some of the 

‘aching schools include the matriculation examination 


in their prospectuses and advertisements and name the 
subjects which the candidates are likely to be examined 
in—is this by order of the Council ? 

Bye-law 52 as recently altered reads “Students who 
enter veterinary schools shail prior to their first  pro- 
fessional examination by the R.C.V.S. produce a certiti- 
cate entitling the holder to be registered as a medical 
student.” Note the word shall. Why cannot the Coun- 
cil make a bye-law for a matriculation of its own and 
state the subjects to be covered in the syllabus? This 
examination would have to be passed by all students 
who could not produce an equivalent certificate, and by 
these means what is required of a young man entering 
College would be distinctly understood by all. 

This I think would put an end to the chopping and 
changing, the bitterness and unpleasantness that has 
lately clouded the horizon of veterinary politics. What 
has to come of the self-educated men? as a rule they 


generally make the best men! I say let us have free 
trade in education. No matter how or when a man gets 
| his education if he satisfies those men who are selected 


d and appointed to examine him. 


With reference to some of the anomalies at present 
carried on at the Council Board, on glancing Fer 
the Register I was surprised to note bye-law 25. “That 
there has to be three trustees of the body corporate to 
be elected by the Council and shall not include the 
treasurer.” Now Mr. Wragg is one of the trustees as 
well as treasurer. How 1s this? Again bye-law 29 
The Council shall annually elect at their first meeting 
two auditors etc.” Was this done at the first meeting 
this term ? 

I was at the last meeting of the last term and the 
auditors were then elected on the motion of the treasurer. 
I asked the meeting if that was in order when Professor 
Pritchard got up and said he considered it out of form, 
and he nominated the auditors, but neither the Professor 
nor myself were reported or taken notice of. 

Again bye-law 48 “The treasurer shall be responsible 
for the preparation of the “balance sheet.” Yet Mr. 
Wragg is reported to have said in answer to Mr. Hurn- 
dall at the last annual meeting “ That he was not respon- 
sible for the balance sheet.” Mr. Wragg is a personal 
friend and I have every confidence in him, and feel cer- 
tain he will be the first man to have these matters put 
right, he can only have accepted the offices without read- 
ing the rules. 

f the bye-laws are made for the proper conducting 
of the work of the College on business lines let them 
be adhered to or rescinded if not suitable, and substitute 
those that are. The above shows how little the old 
members of the Council board know or care about some 
of the regulations. 

It may be asked why I did not call attention to the 
subjects when on the Council. First, it takes some little 
time to get your bearings and know the members of the 
Council? Second, outsiders living at long distances 
from any of their colleagues with no one to consult on the 
subjects to be brought before the board find that when 
they get to London matters are nearly all cut and dried 
pons they themselves almost powerless. Third. The time 
of the Council is also often taken up with long speeches, 
the principal portion of which being foreign to the busi- 
ness before the meeting, proving and fending this, that, 
and the other, and introducing personalities, etc. _ 

Gentlemen, this was well illustrated in Zhe Veterinary 
Record of August 15th wherein was a long article by 
Professor McFadyean and replied to by Mr. Hunting. [ 
must say it is a fair good specimen of my experience of 
the Council Board. All personalities dc. should be left 
on the door step on entering the building. 

There is another matter i wish to allude to and that 
is bye-law 13 which says “ All resolutions carried at the 
meetings of the Council except such as relate to the bye- 


laws shall be acted upon without further confirmation.” 
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Yet after certain resolutions have been agreed upon in 
committee and passed at the general Council meeting, 
another meeting is called in 14 days after for their con- 
firmation or otherwise, this I find in accordance to the 
working of the Charter of 1844, and the sooner it is altered 
the better. 

Having pointed out some of the things which seem to 
be out of joint in the working of our guverning body let 
me again say that I consider the remedy for these 
anomalies is a more thorough representation of the pro- 
fession on the Council. Iam persuaded that this cannot 
be brought about until we have electoral divisions. The 
town, the country, and the army sections of the profes- 
sion would be fairly and proportionally represented. 
One other point, and this is the payment of aon ae 
tion for time and services rendered. Second-class fare to 


and from London ought to be allowed each member, so’ 


enabling a country practitioner living several hundred 
miles from the metropolis to be present at the delibera- 
tions of the Council and its committees as often as those 
living within a few miles of Red Lion Square. 

Mr. CARLISLE said he concided with Mr. Thompson in 
all he had said. The London men had things too much 
their own way and did not pay sufficient attention to 
people at a distance. They made the laws and altered 
them to suit their purpose, and did not give country 
practitioners a fair chance. ‘The subject should be looked 
into by proper authority. 

Mr. GARNETT said they must thank Mr. Thompson for 
bringing the question so fully before them. It was time 
they made a practical move in it, and the best thing 
would be to formulate a scheme for the representation 
on the Council according to Mr. Thompson’s suggestion. 
There should be — electoral districts returning a fair 
proportion of members. This was more the work of a 
committee than of a single individual, but once the sub- 
ject was ventilated he felt sure that it would be taken up 

y the large body of country practitioners who, when 
they went to London on Council business, had to devote 
two or three days to business that occupied the London 
men only a couple of hours. (Applanse,) 

The PRrestENt agreed with Mr, Garnett and said they 
should have a re-distribution of seats. Not long ago 
they were represented by two members on the Council, 
now they had not even one. 

Mr. GarNETT moved that Mr. Thompson bring the 
subject upagain in the form of a scheme lor the re-distri- 
bution of seats, and this was agreed to. 


INTERESTING CASES. 
By Joseru W. Hewson, M.R.C.V.S., Carlisle. 


OPEN-JOINT IN A MARE. 


History.—On July 5th a gentleman came and asked 
me for a bottle of lotion for a mare which had been 
kicked on the inside of her hock. I advised him to have 
the mare seen to, as from the description given of the 
wound it was evidently in a dangerous position and 
likely to result in open-joint. He, however, did not 
think it necessary for me to see the mare then, and left 
popes to send word if she grew worse. On July 9th 

had an urgent message sent to attend, and on exami- 
nation I found it to be a severe case of open-joint. 

Treatment.—My first care was to have the mare put 
comfortably in slings, and have cold water applied to the 
—_ for two hours night and morning, after which the 
eg was dried and a little of caryophylli applied direct] 
to the wound with a brush. This treatment was nae 
tinued until the 11th when a strong blister of ung “we 
drarg biniodid was applied right round the hock "joint 
At this time the discharge was a mixture of maevia and 
pus, having a curded appearance. — 


Within a few days the discharge ceased and the wound 
apparently healed up, but unfortunately the discharge: 
again occurred soon afterwards, with the same appear- 
ance as before, but in much greater quantity. The mare 
was kept as quiet as possible in slings and in four or five 
days the discharge again ceased. 

On August 9th I found the hock very much swollen 
and very painful, I considered it best to fire and re- 
blister. is was done, and the mare turned out to 
grass three weeks afterwards. She was run out until 
the latter part of October when it was found that the 
hock was permanently anchylosed in a flexed position 
so that the leg was no use to her, being too short. I ad- 
vised the owner to have her destroyed. This was done 
and I have the hock in my _ possession. (Specimen 
shown.) 

I may state that the unfortunate ending of this case 
was due to it being neglected until such an amount of 
inflammation of the bones had set in that it could not be 
combatted. My ag age was very unfavourable from. 
the first. I notice the peculiar nature of the discharge 
as indicating a destructive or ulcerative process going on 
in the joint. 

PARTURIENT LAMINITIS. 


This was a case ina mare which had foaled but re- 
tained the placental membranes for about 10 hours, when 
they were removed and the womb syringed out with a 
weak disinfecting solution. Fearing that the case might 
develop into laminitis a small dose of quinine sulph. was 
administered. 

Twelve hours after removing the placenta I was sent 
for, as the mare was showing signs of acute laminitis. On 
my arrival I found the mare to be suffering acute pain 
in her fore feet, standing in that position peculiar to 
laminitis, and almost unable to move. She was very 
feverish, temperature 106F., pulse about 80 per minute 
and breathing hurriedly ; the mucous membranes were of 
a reddish yellow colour, with a slight foetid discharge 
from vagina. 

Treatment.—I had the shoes removed and hot linseed 
poultices applied to feet ; half drachm doses of quinine 
were given every eight hours for 48 hours, during which 
time the acute symptoms passed off, leaving the mare 
very lame. Cold water poultices were then applied for 
a ne I her feet dressed, good 

road round shoes fixed on, and a strong bli i 

Soon afterwards she was turned out to grass and a 
blister re-applied. She improved slightly but never was 
able to work, and consequently she was destroyed. I 
obtained one of her feet which shows great absorption of 
the anterior portion of the os. pedis. The result of pres- 
sure from the exudation. (Specimen shown.) 


A Dercomposinc Fetus. 


At the time the mare was due to foal she made full 
preparations but showed no signs of actual labour. 
Gradually the symptoms passed off, and no more notice 
was taken of her for about a fortnight, when a discharge 
was noticed coming from the vagina. This continued 
for about a week, when I was consulted. On examination 
I found the os uteri partly dilated with a breech presen- 
tation. As the mare still showed no signs of labour I 
drew the tail of the foetus into the passage and left her, 
with instructions that I was to be sent for immediately 
she showed any signs of paining. 

Twenty-four hours after this I was sent for and now 
found the os completely dilated and labour commenced. 
On attempting to remove the foetus I found it to be very 
much decomposed, the hair coming off when touched. 
As I could not alter the position or raise the hind legs 
into the passage I immediately got to work to remove 
the limbs from the body. This | al I got the foal away 
with a great deal of difficulty, and on examining for the 
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pineeatet membranes I found they were only represented! The PRESIDENT undertook to open the discussion on 


y a filthy liquid, which I removed as best I could and 
washed out the womb with antiseptic. The mare was 


the five subjects at next meeting. 


very much exhausted and in my opinion not at all likely | would treat these cases alike. In a bad case of open 
to get better. Mild stimulants were administered to her | joint he put the animal into slings and took care that it 


and she was carefully nursed. On my visiting her next 
day I found her to be very much improved, but on the 
following day she developed a very acute attack of weed 
in her near hind leg. This was treated much in the 
usual way, and the mare made a good recovery. 

This case seems to me to be of great interest as show- 
ing the length of time a mare may carry a foal after it is 
dead, as no doubt this foal had died when the mare first 
prepared. Septic absorption had doubtless been pre- 
vented by disunion of the foetal membranes from the 
womb. 


A or COoLic. 


This yielded to ordinary treatment inasmuch as the 
mare got relief from pain, afterwards passing a large 
quantity of urine. Immediately upon this sh» began to 
strain as though she still wished to urinate. This pain- 
ing became excessive, and had continued for several 
hours when I was sent for. On examination per rectum 
[found what I at first thought was the bladder much 
distended, but on more careful examination I found it 
was a portion of the bowel distended with gas which 
had evidently rushed into the seat of the bladder after 
the latter had discharged its contents. This in my mind 
was the cause of the symptoms already described, by 
pressure on the neck of the bladder. I at once inserted 
a fine trocar and canula through the wall of the vagina 
into the distended bowel, and liberated the gas; then 
gave a small opiate, and all signs of uneasiness ceased. 
A few hours afterwards I found the mare allright. This 
case is of interest as showing the very great benefit 
derived from the use of the trocar and canula in cases of 
severe tympanitic colic. 


DIscussIon. 


The PrestpENT said Mr. Hewson had opened up a 
field for argument and in doing so had not tried to 
exhibit only his abilities, as he had given them cases 
which were failures. : 

Mr. THompson said everyone of the subjects were 
interesting, and good practical Ap oy which they met 
with almost daily. One of them alone—open joint—was 
= plenty for an afternoon’s discussion. They generally 
found that the small external openings were dangerous 
internally, and that in order to treat omg joint success- 
fully they should be called in early. e had great faith 
in continuous cold water applications for 36 or 40 hours, 
or even for 5 days. He had an irrigation tube on pur- 
pose. Failing that he applied a smart blister, but as for 
creosote or antiseptics, etc., he did not believe in. With 
reference to the case of parturient laminitis, he would 
hot allow a cleansing to remain inside a mare more than 
four hours. Many people believe in using antiseptics 
and washing the womb out twice a day. Too frequent a 
use of antiseptics causes irritation of the mucous mem- 
brane. He believed in washing the womb once with 
clean water and then the only antiseptic he used was an 
ounce of tincture ferri mur. and a gallon of water. In 
soe cases of septic laminitis, if the animal was very fat, 
It ran on to such a degree that the septic material caused 
sangrene of the laminze and killed the patient in a very 
short time. The ease of colic described by Mr. Hewson 
Was an interesting one, and his treatment. was bold and 

trol. They were too slow at times in introducing the 
‘tocar, He had on several occasions tapped through the 
rectum rather than through the side. He thought this 
Was good surgery ; and he complimented Mr. Hewson on 
the way he handled the case. The whole of the cases 
«te practical, and they could not do better than fall 


was not disturbed, as perfect rest was essential. They 
should not allow over io atime to elapse before put- 
ting on a smart blister. it would disturb the animal, 
but he had often most success from that treatment than 
from anything else. It was a difficult thing to get an 
external application to the opening to act beneficially. 
If ever ulceration commenced it defied their treatment, 
whatever they might do. 

Mr. GARNETT seconded the motion for the adjourn- 
ment of the discussion, which was agreed to. He added 
that he wished to bring forward at next meeting an out- 
break of gloss-anthrax which took :n epidemic form. 

It was agreed to hold the next meeting on the second 
Friday in December. 

A vote of thanks to the President moved by Mr. 
Garnett and seconded by Mr. Croudace concluded the 
meeting. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


“MILK CONTROL, MILK INSPECTION, AND 
MILK LABORATORIES.” 
By Dr. G. 


(Abstract of a paper read before the Sanitary Congress at 
Newcastle.) 


Gentlemen,—I am one of those who do not believe 
that direct hereditary transmission of tuberculosis takes 
place except in those cases in which (1) there is general 
tuberculosis of the mother usually, or (2) the uro-genital 
organs of the father or mother are affected ; and where 
there is such affection—as one sometimes sees in cattle— 
the rule is that the foetus does not come to proper birth 
at full time. This being the case the commission very 
wisely tabooed this part of the question and turned its 
attention to sifting the evidence regarding, and making 
experiments on, the subject of the propagation of tuber- 
culosis through the ingestion of the meat and milk of 
animals suffering from tuberculosis. It is with one of 
these branches of the question that I shall deal in the 
short time at my disposal. I do not intend to deal with 
any special method of sterilising or rendering innocuous 
milk that for some reason or other has become infected 
with tuberculous material. We have a right to expect 
that in the case of such an important article of diet, it 
shall at any rate be derived from uncontaminated sources, 
and although for the present it may be necessary to dis- 
infect milk by heat according to methods which are now, 
I hope, thoroughly well recognised, that arrangements 
must be made to control the production and distribution 

of milk in such fashion that, ultimately—it may be at 
some no distant date— it will not be necessary to take 

wecautionary measures, such as heating and the like, 

. —_ to be sure that it contains no living tubercle 

vacilli, 

After a careful study of the question of milk control in 

France, Germany, Denmark, and Sweden, I am convinced 

that until the medical officer of health, the veterinary 

surgeon, and the “ Local Authorities” can act together 

and in full accord we shall not attain an ideal control of 

our milk supply. In the course of my work I have had 

to deal with a very large number of diseased animals of 

various kinds, and although I may claim that I have 

picked up a very fair knowledge of the pathology of the 


ack upon them for discussion at next meeting. 


diseases of animals, and an amateur knowledge of the 


Mr. CARLISLE observed that hardly two veterinarians: 
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symptoms beyond that gained by most medical men who 
have not gone through a special course of veterinary 
training, | have not the slightest hesitation in saying 
that whenever I want a reliable opinion on any animal 
or whenever I desire to learn anything about the natural 
history of a disease in an animal, I at once appeal to a 
‘veterinary surgeon ; and in most cases I am en 
satistied with the opinion that I get. I do not say that 
would take the opinion of every veterinary surgeon, even 
against my own, but I am satisfied—and my experience 
ot this matter is a very extensive one—that a g 
veterinary surgeon, especially one who has been well 
trained in comparative pathology—as the younger 
generations of veterinary surgeons undoubtedly are—will 
gave a more reliable opinion than a medical man of the 
same standing, and this, naturally, without any disrespect 
to the medical man. 

How, it may be asked, can the veterinary surgeon and 
the medical officer of health act together in such an im- 
portant question. I will not attempt to go into quota- 
tions and statistics as to the number of tuberculous cattle 
in the various countries of the world. These have been 
so fully given and are now in the hands of so many 
Medical Officers of Health that it would be a work of 
supererogation to repeat what is now common kriow- 
ledge. 1 will try rather to sketch what to my. mind 
would: be a useful and at the same time a practical 
system of control : a plan by which the medical officer of 
health would obtain a greater amount of information 
and control than he does at present, and would at the 
same time leave him an increased amount of time and 
energy to devote te the important work that he has in 
hana ; whilst he would have special advice on those mat- 
ters with which he cannot be expected to have the same 
knowledge as a veterinary expert. 

Every dairy should be registered—the number of cattle 
and the number of workers being carefully noted ; each 
worker and each animal should have its own bill of 
health ; the medical officer and the veterinary surgeon 
should, together, go over the accommodation for the 
cattle, the ventilation and the general conditions of the 
cow-houses. This being done the veterinary surgeon 
should, every fortnight, pay a visit along with the medi- 
cal otticer of health, and each should examine his own 
patients—the doctor noting the health of the workers, 
making enquiries as to their general condition, and not- 
ing down anything in the hygienic condition of the 
house or the state of health of the inmates that may 
seem worthy of notice. Whilst this is being done, the 
veterinary surgeon should examine a certain proportion 
(one-halt) of the dairy stock, so that every animal is 
eXanuned at least once a month. But, in addition to 
this, each animal that is found to be sutfering from any 
disease and especially from diseases of the udder, or 
from tuberculosis of any kind, should be carefully isola- 
ted and examined at each visit, and until the veterinary 
surgeon gives a certificate that such isolated animal may 

again go into the dairy, none of the milk from sue 
animal should be allowed to be sold : it may be boiled 
and given to the pigs, or it may be boiled and then 
thrown away, but it should never be allowed to go into 
the supply for human consumption, or allowed to be 
— away even in the raw state. 

t is not necessary to go into further detai it i 
only proper that I should justify such 
tion and that, I think, I cannot do better than in "the 
following part of my report to the Commissioners ap- 
pointed to consider this question of tuberculosis,“ It Y 
otten a very difticult matter to state whether cattle are 
tuberculous or not, and in some instances before the use 
of tuberculin became general, it was impossible to make 
out tuberculosis when confined to the abdominal and 
thoracic glands, and to the serous membranes of these 
cavities, even In a fairly advanced stage, the general 
condition of the animal being all that there is to help 


the veterinary surgeon to make the diagnosis. It has 
also been pointed out that tuberculosis of the udder may 
develop not only in well marked cases of tuberculosis, 
but also in cases such as those above described, in which 
the udder lesion develops with such extreme rapidity 
that although indistinguishable at one visit of the veter- 
inary surgeon, it may be well developed on a second 
visit a fortnight later, this lesion in such a case being 
the first distinctly recognisable indication of tuberculosis 
in the animal. Should the intervals of inspection be 
greater than a fortnight, the value of the inspection 
would be enormously diminished, so far as the protection 
of the consumers of milk against what must now be 
recognised as a very grave danger, goes. Beyond this, 
however, it has been pointed out that the tubercular 
lesion of the udder may occur at any period of the 
disease, not only when it has been localised to the glands 
or to special cavities, but also when the disease has become 
much more generalized.” 

In the above quotation tuberculin is mentioned as a 
diagnostic agent in tuberculosis, and there can now be 
very little doubt that it will be part of the duty of an in- 
specting veterinary surgeon to apply the tuberculin test 
at intervals, especially when there is the slightest sus- 
picion that an animal may be tuberculous ; any falling 
off in condition or suspicious symptoms of any kind in- 
dicating the necessity for the use of this diagnostic 
agent, whilst even healthy herds will receive no damage 
from the periodic use of tuberculin, and cases of tuber- 
culosis will be discovered which would otherwise escape 
detection. The experiments made abroad are in most 
cases convincing enough, but the experiments carried out 
by Prof. McFadyean, and by Sir Thomas Gibson Car- 
michael, M.P., on a large scale, and on a similar scale by 
other stock owners have put it beyond doubt that tuber- 
culin must now be relied upon as a regular adjunct to the 
weapons already in our hands with which to fight the 
difficulties of diagnosis in tuberculosis. 

A detailed report of this inspection should naturally be 
made to the Medical Officer of Health, and a permanent 
tabular record kept of all observations made by the 
veterinary inspecting surgeon. I may say that I lay 
special stress on this. part of the inspection, as I am 
afraid that there has been a tendency amongst Medical 
Officers of Health to minimise the importance of veter- 
inary inspection, and to take exception to the association 
of the veterinary surgeon with the Medical Officer of 
Health in looking into this matter. When, however, we 
consider the enormous amount of work that already falls 
upon the shoulders of the Medical Officer of Health, and 
when, at the same time, one takes into consideration the 
type of veterinary surgeon that is now being educated in 
the various colleges in England and Scotland, one cannot 
help feeling that not only will it be a relief as regards 
actual work, but the moral support of an expert in animal 
pathology will be very great indeed. We, of all men, 
who are so jealous of our own rights, should be the last, 
I think, to step into the domain of men well qualified to 
carry on the work of examining cattle, both alive an 
dead. In connection with this part of the matter 
should here like to throw out a hint—though this, per- 
haps, is scarcely the place for so doing—that some spect 
diploma might be granted to those veterinary surgeons 
who have distinguished themselves in the study of the 
pathology of the special infective disease, and who wou 
thus be a special class from whom the veterinary inspec 
tors might be selected. 

So much for the veterinary side. For once the nature 
of the disease is understood and the importance of keep- 
ing tuberculous cows out of the dairy stock, the question 
of isolation, ventilation, exercise and proper feeding W! 
soon take a recognised position and the hygiene of the 
dairy will be properly regulated. ; 

Whilst this inspection is being carried on in the cow 
houses the Medical Officer of Health must turn his 
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attention first to the hygienic surroundings of the inhabi- 
tants and workers on the dairy farm and secondly to the 
workers themselves. It is now fully recognised that a 
case of scarlet fever on a dairy farm, or a case of typhoid, 
may be a focus from which either of these diseases may 
be disseminated over large areas to which the milk from 
the farm is supplied. Butit has not yet come within the 
range of “ practical politics” to apply the same rules to 
any case of tuberculosis or phthisis which may occur. 
en one considers the conditions under which milk is 
handled uncontrolled from the outside, one is absolutely 
astounded that phthisical patients should be allowed to 
remain on the dairy farm and be employed in helping to 
collect and distribute milk, and I feel that it is impossi- 
ble to emphasize too strongly the necessity for placing 
hthisis in a list of infective diseases, patients suffering 
rom which should never be allowed to remain in any 
dairy farm. A patient suffering from such disease, if 
allowed to remain on a dairy farm, is a menace to the 
public health, and those responsibie should be dealt with 

Inthe large cities abroad, and even in London and 
some of our larger cities, the small milk retailers are be- 
ing driven out by the large dairy companies, most of 
which are managed on admirable lines, and which we 
hope at no distant date to see co-operating still further 
with the Medical Officer of Health and the Veterinary 
Inspector in yp out tuberculosis. The best of these 
associations are almost all of them voluntary, and ina 
free country like ours where so much is left to individual 
effort, we cannot help thinking that similar voluntary 
associations started in our large towns would gradually 
relieve medical officers of health of much anxiety on the 
score of milk, and would at the same time obtain such a 
hold over the producing farms that here also the duties 
of the Medical Ofticer of Health, and the Official Veter- 
inary Inspector would be reduced to a minimum ; whilst 
the confidence that well-managed companies would enjoy 
would goa long way to make and increase their divi- 
dends. This increase of dividend would arise from the 
fact that not only would such dairies obtain a large por- 
tion of the trade, but, should the outlay in the first in- 
stance render it necessary, they would be enabled to 
obtain slightly higher prices for milk which they could 
guarantee free from tubercular infective elements. 


VETERINARY ETIQUETTE. 
CLAIM BY A VETERINARY SURGEON. 


At the Bacup County Court on Tuesday, August 18th, 
fore His Honour Judge Coventry, John Howard, 
veterinary surgeon, 180, Bolton Street, Ramsbottom, sued 
illiam James Disley, farmer, Stacksteads, for £15 
l6s. 6d. for professional services as follows :—May 9th, 
to professional attendance, medicine, and examination of 
our milch cows for three weeks, including certificate of 
amage done to the said cows, £13 14s. 6d. ; June 23rd, 
urther attendance on said cows at defendant’s request, 
and conferring with Mr. Jones, veterinary surgeon to the 
ey. R. Co., £1 1s. ; July 2nd, conferring with defen- 
dant’s solicitors and others, and giving information for 
© purpose of supporting defendant’s claim against the 
Ps Way company, £1 1s.—Mr. Barlow, of Bury, appeared 
or the plaintiff, and Mr. Parmiter, of Manchester, for the 
‘fendant.—A jury had been summoned on the applica- 
ts of plaintiff, but Mr. Barlow did_ not think it was 
“cessary, and they were discharged, plaintiff paying the 
iecessary fees.—In opening the case Mr. Barlow said the 
ped Was a veterinary surgeon at Ramsbottom, and 
held a diploma for upwards of 20 years. On May 

"th he was called by the defendant to examine some 


transit by railway for some 21 hours. There were four 
cows—three newly calved and one about to calve—and 
such detention would doubtless cause them considerable 
suffering. Plaintiff treated the cows from May 9th to 
May 29th, and made nine visits.—Mr. Parmiter said the 
only items he disputed were the charges for examination 
(2s. 6d. per cow per visit for mileage (4s. per visit), for 
making out certificates (10s.), and the last guinea men- 
tioned in the statement of claim.—Mr. Barlow went on 
to deal with the details of the claim, and said he had in- 
tended calling Mr. Whitaker, solicitor, as a witness, but 
it appeared he was away on his holidays, and he was loth 
to bring a professional brother back from a well-earned 
holiday and they would have to do without him as best 
they could. Mr. Whitaker had acted for the defendant 
Disley in a claim he had made against the railway com- 
vany for the damage to these cows, and a bill from Mr. 
oward for £13 14s. 6d. mentioned in the statement of 
claim was sent to the railway company on behalf on the 
present defendant, along with other charges.—Mr. Parmi- 
ter said this was so, and the company had met the other 
claims, but they contested the charges of the plaintiff, 
and agreed to indemnify Mr. Disley against the plaintiff's 
charges, which appeared to them to be unreasonable.— 
Mr. Barlow put in a letter from Mr. Whitaker to the 
railway company, which he submitted constituted an ad- 
mission that the amount now charged against the defen- 
dant was considered reasonable when charged against the 
railway company. In the course of his letter Mr. Whit- 
aker said “ As to Mr. Howard’s bill all we can say is he 
declines to make any reduction, and we know that 
whether his charges are high or not they are not un- 
usually high for him. We act for many farmers in this 
district, and have had experience before of Mr. Howard’s 
charges, and have never known him submit to or be com- 
pelled to accept abatement.” He submitted that the 
charges were hair and reasonable, and that his client 
ought to have an order for the payment of the full 
amount and costs.— Plaintiff was then sworn. He said 
he had held ‘a diploma for 23 years. On the 9th of May 
he called and examined four cows for defendant, and 
attended them nine times. He charged 2s. 6d. per cow 
per visit for examination and advice, and 4s. per visit (1s. 
ver cow) for mileage. It took him half a day every time 
re went. He made outa certificate (produced) at de- 
fendant’s request in order to support his claim against 
the railway company for damage.—Cross-examined by 
Mr. Parmiter : These were his usual charges. Mr. Whit- 
aker had put down the guinea last named in the claim 
without consulting him. He had had a number of letters 
to write, &e., which took up a good deal of time, and he 
told Mr. Whitaker he thought he should have something 
for that, and that was what Mr. Whitaker assessed his 
work at. The order to attend the cows was given at a 
place of call he had at Rawtenstall, but he had charged 
mileage from Ramsbottom, where he had his surgery. 
He should have charged half-a-crown for examination 
and advice for cows whether there was one cow or four. 
It was not usual for the charge of mileage to cover exam- 
ination and advice. He had charged less for mileage 
than usual. The usual charge was 1s. per mile, and this 
was eight miles from Ramsbottom. It was about three 
miles from Rawtenstall.—Mr. Parmiter, for the defence, 
said he should simply call a veterinary surgeon of high 
standing in Manchester to speak as to these charges.— 
Defendant said he called at the Blue Ribbon Club, Raw- 
tenstall, which was defendant’s place of call. On Mr. 
Howard’s second visit--on May 11th—he asked him 
about his charges, and Mr. Howard said that when a 
case was delivered in at Rawtenstall it was charged 
from Rawtenstall. It was a matter of absolute indiffer- 
ence to him what Mr. Howard was paid now, because 
the railway company were going to indemnify him.—Mr. 
Lloyd Jones, M.R.C.V.S., of the firm of Greaves, Faulk- 
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the usual practice in the profession was to charge from 
the place of call at which the order was given. He 
thought 2s. 6d. per visit would have been sufficient for 
examination und advice, as the cows were all at the same 
lace. It was not usual for short journeys to charge 
th for mileage and for examination. Their charge in 

a case of that sort (three miles away) would have been 
3s. per time, with medicine, etc., extra. His charge for 
making out the certificate produced would not have been 
more than 5s.—Cross-examined by Mr. Barlow: They 
did work for the railway company, and he charged the 
company two guineas for the interview referred to in the 
statement of claim.—-His Honour, in summing up, said 
there was one item he must reduce—he should reduce 
the charge for mileage from 4s. to 2s. 6d. per visit. As 
to the rest of the case he was inclined to think that he 
saw Mr. Howard some days ago in another place, and 
there was a question there about a bill of his, and he 
(the Judge) had something to say about that then. All 
he could do now was to repeat that there were veterinary 
surgeons and veterinary surgeons. So far as he knew 
there was no fixed charge made by any of them. A 
veterinary surgeon who was just beginning, and who 
wanted to get a good business together, would probably 
be willing to sacrifice a good deal to get himself a name, 
while a man who had been in business a long time might 
not care to go out unless he was going to be paid charges 
which he considered were reasonable. Of course that 
was subject to this, that no man, however, eminent he 
might be, was entitled to charge what could be called 
an unreasonable amount. Ifa man called in a veterin- 
ary surgeon ora physician of known standing, and he 
did not want to pay what such a practitioner considered 
a reasonable charge, he ought to state that at the time 
and then they would know where they were. If£ he 
called in such a man without saying anything he could 
not afterwards come and say that his photo, were too 
high, and that he ought % to charge the same as some- 
body else. Perhaps Mr. Howard had charged a little 
more than some others might have don», but they were 
his usual charges, and he was entitled to them in this 
case, subject to the reduction he had already mentioned. 
— for the plaintiff for £15 3s.—The Rawtenstall 
wes, 


THE ICELAND PONY AT HOME. 


Those who have experience of Iceland ponies in this 
country will be glad to hear they are good and useful in 
their own country. Perhaps it is the food, perhaps the 
climate, but the Iceland pony here isa failure. A cor- 
respondent of The Daily Chronicle gives the following 
interesting account of him in his island home— 

“Ttis a significant fact, indeed, that the whole of Ice- 
land does not boast of a single architect or engineer, the 
few structures in the country which have acquired the 
services of either having been erected under the superin- 
tendence of foreigners. Oddly enough, too, constitiinn 
the large part that ponies play in its life, it is equally 
unprovided with a veterinary surgeon. The native 
treatment of equine, ovine, and bovine complaints being 
limited to the use of a seton—and a very painful specta- 
cle it is to see animals being treated in this onl 
manner, though nothing could exceed the ordinary kind- 
ness of the Icelanders to their patient, if sometimes 
servants. ; 

nly one means of locomotion is available— ‘qui- 
tous native pony. This is to the rolendor winnie 
ondola is to the Venetian. It is his train, his steam- 
boat, his tramear, omnibus, and cabin one. Poor indeed 
is the native who does not boast the possession of at 
least one pony, while many quite humble folk own what, 
in more southern lands, would be considered large studs. 


This hardy little animal, standing about 13 hands, is used 
for all purposes for which traction in employed in most 
countries, and he may be purchased for anything between 
£2 and £20, the usual price being about £4. He costs 
little for keep—you may pasture him wherever you go 
for about 2d. a day—as his only food is grass in summer 
and hay in winter when the land is buried under ice and 
snow. Corn he absolutely refuses, and even a carrot or 
a piece of sugar will not tempt him from his herbivorous 
diet. Under the stress of asevere winter, however, when 
the hay has been exhausted, he has been known to feed 
on the dried fish which forms the staple food of the natives 
in winter. 

On his sparse summer diet he may be ridden twenty 
or thirty miles a day without distress, and for a con- 
siderable number of days at a stretch, while with a spare 

ny, without which no prudent traveller ever makes a 

ong journey in Iceland, forty and even fifty miles a day 

may be covered by the traveller, provided he is a fair 
horseman, and can accomodate himself to the curious dog 
trot of the native beast, which does not trot in the 
ordinary manner, and can rarely be prevailed upon to 
canter or gallop. To the novice—and even to the horse- 
man accustomed to rise in his stirrups—it is more than 
a little trying to have to ride from thirty to forty milesa 
day between station and station in this manner ; but to 
the man who is able to “sit down” it is not difficult to 
ride this distance and more with an hour’s halt in the 
middle of the day. The sure-footedness of the ponies is 
wonderful, and they will take a broken peat bog at quite 
a fast pace, and clamber up and down the sides of hills 
and over boulders with the agility of cats. They swim, 
too, as well as any Newfoundland dog, and on being 
driven into a river, find their own way across. The 
native children are taught to ride—by the simple process 
of being tied to the saddle—almost as soon as they are 
able to walk, and splendid little horsemen most of the 
boys are, riding bare-backed and driving a team of half- 
a-dozen loose ponies before them on the road or over 
broken ground, as easily as a Sussex shepherd drives a 
flock of sheep. 


The “ Bacillus Rabiei.” 


The correspondent of The Lancet writing from Rome 
says : “There is no better school of esteshiiony in Italy 
than that of Turin where Dr. Edoardo Perroncito, Pro- 
fessor of payne. in the University and of General 
Pathology and Pathological Anatomy in the University 
College, is the director of a largely frequented laboratory. 
One of his assistants, Dr. Bruschettini, already known 
beyond Italy for his bacteriological discoveries, has for 
some time been making special studies in the virus of 
hydrophobia. Contemporary workers in the same field 
have long suspected a microbe or “ bacillus rabiei” and 
have more or less actively been in quest of it in the 
laboratories of Pasteur jon | Koch particularly. To Dr. 
Bruschettini, however, seems to belong the credit of hav- 
ing at last succeeded in isolating and cultivating the 
microbe “ wanted.” As described by him it presents It- 
self under the form of a bacillus, with dimensions muc¢ 

smaller than those of the “bacillus tuberculoseds ” ; while 
at the same time it is thicker and has a central part rela 
tively clearer, so as to give it something of a resemblance 
to the diplococcus. By successive cultivations of this 
microbe or bacillus Dr. Bruschettini had no difficulty 0 
obtaining in dogs and rabbits all the symptoms of rabies. 
He produced, by inoculating about 500 such animals, 4 
many well-pronounced cases of hydrophobia. To use 5s 
own words, confirmed by his colleagues in Professor 
Perroncito’s laboratory, the experiment could not be more 
decisive. Dr. Bruschettini proceeded at once to Paris t 


repeat his experiments under the eye of the experts of the 
Pasteur Institut. 
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SCIENCE AND THE HEALING ART. 
THE ADDRESS. 


The sixty-sixth meeting of the British Association has 
been brilliantly opened at the Philharmonic Hall, Liver- 
pool. The President, Sir Joseph Lister, devoted his in- 
augural address to a consideration of the inter-depen- 


THE New PHOTOGRAPHY. 


The first illustration that I will take is perhaps the 
most astonishing of all results of purely physical in- 
uiry—the discovery of the Réntgen rays, so called after 
the man who first clearly revealed them to the world. 
Mysterious as they still are, there is one of their proper- 
ties which we can all appreciate—their power of passing 
through substances opaque to ordinary light. There 
seems to be no relation whatever between transparency 
in the common sense of the term and penetrability to 
these emanations. The glasses of a pair of spectacles 
may arrest them while their wooden and leathern case 
allows them to pass almost unchecked. Yet they pro- 
duce, whether directly or indirectly, the same effect as 
light upon a photographic plate. Asa general rule the 
denser any object is the greater obstacle does it oppose 
to the rays. a as bone is denser than flesh, if the 
hand or other part of the body is placed above the sensi- 
tive film enclosed in a case of wood or other light 
material at a suitable distance from the source of the 
rays, while they pass with the utmost facility or 
the uncovered parts of the lid of the box and powerfully 
affect the place beneath, they are arrested to a large ex- 
tent by the bones, so that the plate is little acted upon 
in the parts opposite to them, while the portions corres- 
ponding to the muscles and other soft parts are influen- 
ced in an intermediate degree. Thus a picture is ob- 
tained in which the bones stand out in sharp relief among 
the flesh, and anything abnormal in their shape or posi- 
tion is clearly displayed. I need hardly point out what 
important aid this must give tothe surgeon. There is no 
reason to suppose that the limits of the capabilities of 
the rays in this way have yet been reached. By virtue 
of the greater density of the heart than the adjacent 
lungs with their contained air, the form and dimentions 
of that organ in the living body may be displayed on the 
fluorescent screen, and even its movements. have been 
lately seen by several different observers. Such impor- 
tant applications of the new rays to medical practice have 
\y attracted the interest of the public to them, and 
I venture to think that they have even served to stimu- 
late the investigations of physicists. There is another 
way in which the Réntgen rays connect themselves with 
physiology, and may possibly influence medicine. _ It is 
ound that if the skin is long exposed to their action it 
becomes very much irritated, attected with a sort of ag- 
gravated sun-burning. This suggests the idea that the 
transmission of the rays through the human body may 
be not altogether a matter of indifference to internal 
organs, but may, by long-continued action, produce, 
according to the condition of the part concerned, injurious 
iritation or salutary stimulation. 


ANASTHESIA IN SURGERY. 


This is the jubilee of anesthesia in surgery. That 
ae blessing to mankind came from America. It 
, Indeed, been foreshadowed in the first year of this 
century by Sir Humphry Davy, who, having found a 
toothache from which he was suffering relieved as he 


gestion that it might perhaps be used for preventing pain 
in surgical operations. Butit was not till, on September 
30, 1846, Dr. W. T. G. Morton, of Boston, after a series 
of experiments upon himself and the lower animals, ex- 
tracted a tooth painlessly from a patient whom he had 
caused to inhale the vapour of A ver ether, that the 
idea was fully realised. I witnessed the first operation 
in England under ether. It was performed by Robert 
Liston in University College Hospital, and it was a com- 
plete success. Soon afterwards I saw the same great 
surgeon amputate the thigh as painlessly, with less com- 
plicated anzesthctic apparatus, ~ aid of another agent, 
chloroform, which was being powerfully advocated as a 
substitute for ether by Dr. (afterwards Sir James Y.) 
Simpson, who also had the great merit of showing that 
confinements could be conducted painlessly, yet safely. 

under its influence. These two agents still hold the field 
as general aneesthetics for protracted operations, although 
the gas originally suggested by Davy, in consequence of 
its rapid action and other advantages, has taken their 
place in short operations, such as tooth extraction. 


The discovery of anzsthesia inaugurated a new era in 
surgery. Not only was the pain of operations abolished, 
but the serious and sometimes mortal shock which they 
occasioned to the system was averted, while the patient 
was saved the terrible ordeal of preparing to endure 
them. At the same time the field of surgery became 
widely extended, since many procedures in themselves 
desirable, but before impossible from the protracted 
agony they would occasion, became matters of routine 
practice. Nor have I by any means exhausted the list of 
the benefits conferred by this discovery. Anesthesia in 
surgery has been from first to last a gift of science. 
Nitrous oxide, sulphuric ether, and chloroform are all 
artificial products of chemistry. Their employ- 


' ment as anzsthetics was the result of scientific investi- 


gation, and their administration, far from being, like the 
giving of a dose of medicine, a matter of rule of thumb, 
imperatively demands the vigilant exercise of physio- 
logical pathological knowledge. While rendering 
such signal service to surgery, anesthetics have thrown 
light upon biology generally. It has been found that 
they exert their soporific influence not only upon verte- 
brata, but upon animals so remote in structure from man 
as bees and other insects. Even the functions of vege- 
tables are suspended by their agency. They thus afford 
strong confirmation of the great generalisation that living 
matter is of the same essential nature wherever it is met 
with on this planet, whether in the animal or vegetable 
kingdom. Anesthetics have also, in ways to which I 
need not here refer, powerfully promoted the progress of 
physiology and y. 

(To be continued ). 


What Aseptic Surgery has Done. 


It probably would not be too much to say that, as the 
direct consequence of Sir Joseph Lister’s personal work, 
the number of op2rations performed for the cure of 
disease has increased twentyfold, and that rates of mor- 
tality, which in some cases were scarcely less than fift 

er cent. have been reduced to one per cent. or to nil. 
Maladies which were previously considered to be beyond 
the reach of treatment are now looked upon merely as 
sources of temporary inconvenience, and the benefits 


‘ hence arising have not been confined to Great Britain or 


to Europe, but have been extended to every part of the 
habitable globe.—7%mes. 


inhaled laughing gas (nitrous oxide), threw out the sug- 


| 
| 
ne 
ily 
r0- 
ral 
ity 
ry: 
wn 
for 
; of 
eld 
and 
the 
Dr. 
the — 
it- 
yuch 
shile 
rela- 
ance 
this 
ty in 
pies. 
Js, a8 
‘essor 
more 
ris to 
of the 


-148 THE VETERINARY RECORD _ September 1g, 1896 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


SWINE-FEVER FEES. 


Sir 
May I, through the medium of your columns, be per- 
mitted to answer Mr. Edwards, that what | said at the 
Yarmouth meeting I still adhere to. I am _ perfectly 
satisfied to work for the Board of Agriculture at the 
resent scale of fees ; although I admit our responsibllity 
ae been lately increased. 1 also think there are many 
others who agree with me when I repeat that we are 
very well paid for our services. Mr. Edwards evidently 
does not think so, but may I ask him in what other way 
can a V.S. earn the same amount in the sae time? Mr. 
E. must also take one case with another, my ———— 
being that in the majority of cases of reported swine- 
fever there are very seldom more than one or two pigs to 
deal with ; but taking his own case, all 1 can say is, that 
I consider it very fairly paid for, and I can’t quite see 
why the time taken was so long. Allowing an coed for 
the drive both ways. I fancy the remaining work could 
be easily done in three-quarters of an hour. 

If Mr. E. thinks this is bad pay. I should be obliged 
if he would say what his charge would be for (1) driving 
four miles to castrate a colt ; (2) going seven or eight 
miles in the middle of the night to a foaling or calving 
case at a farmer’s, especially where the result is un- 
successful. 

Personally I can’t find any better paying branch of my 
practice if we except “examinations” If compared 
with the scale of fees allowed by the county authorities, 
the Board pays handsomely, just one extract from my 
county :— 


“Anthrax. Foot and Mouth. Glanders. Swine-Fever. 


Each inspection of any number of animals belonging 
to same owner 2s. 6d. 

_N 0 more than 21s. per day for any number of inspec- 
tions.” 

In conclusion I beg to think I aim not the only one of 
the profession, who is satisfied with the swine-fever fees. 
—Yours 

Leicester, Sept. 14th. J.G. Parr. 


COURT FEES AND JURY SERVICE. 
Sir, 

In the report of tie meeting of the Midland Counties 
Veterinary Medical Association in The Veterinary 
Record for 5th inst. a circular letter was read from the 
Southern Counties Veterinary Medical Association 
respecting :— 

(1) The fees paid to veterinary surgeons for giving 
evidence in courts of justice én criminal cases; and (2) 
the question of exempting members of the profession 
from serving upon juries. 

In the discussion which followed Mr. W. 8. Carless 
stated he always made an understanding with the 
solictor who employed him. 

The Hon. Treasurer thought it was premature to do 
anything yet, although they might pass a resolution, ask- 
ing the Council to keep the matter in view. , 

Mr. Hunting considered “if all the educated classes 
sought to be exempted there would be none but crossing- 
sweepers and greengrocers left,” and he would like to 
know what things would come to then. 

Mr. Burehnall considered the judge had absolute con- 
trol over the scale of fees, 

Whilst Mr. a considered the question of fees 
was a matter entirely in our own hands and that we 
should decline to give evidence until we ¢ot such a fee 
as we wanted. 


The facts are these: the scale of fees was regulated 


| years ago and have never been a and we can only 


claim 3s. 6d. per diem and expenses when subpeened by 


‘| the Crown in criminal cases—this I found to my 


after having spent two whole days and having £1 0 1 
tendered me in settlement of all claims, when seeking 
redress from the Clerk of Assize some three or four years 
since. 

Respecting the jury question it sees | amounts to 
this, we shall be permitted to suffer if we do not agitate 
as a body, whilst solicitors, their chief clerks, medical 
men, clergymen, naval and military officers, chemists, 
tax collectors, etc. are freed. I do not speak from 
“nersonal dislike” to the rendering my country a service, 
but when one is told, as I was, by the judge that his 
experience was “that veterinary surgeons were in the 
habit of attending once or twice a week at various 
villages, etc.—generally the local inn—that he certainly 
did not consider our engagements were of such importance 
as to necessitate our always being within call,” it appears 
quite time the members of the veterinary profession at 
least took a stand for their rights and position, and not 
allow themselves to b2: neglected simply from want of 
action on their own part.—Faithfully yours, 

E. Wuittey Baker. 


Sept. 10. 


ADVERTISING. 


Dear Sir, 

I very often read letters in The Veterinary Record 
complaining of advertising. If these anonymous corres- 
om ents would be good enough to send particulars to 
Mr. Hill, the Secretary of our College, the complaints 
would be brought before the Registration Committee 
and offenders immediately dealt with. As it is they 
write to you, grumble at people in general, but particularly 
at the council, and then leave matters just as they were 
before. The Council is anxious to do its duty in regard 
to advertising and other unprofessional conduct but can 
accomplish little in this respect unless aided by those 
members of the profession cs are acquainted with such 
offences. If “ North Countryman” will send particulars 
to the Council he may rest assured that his complaint 
will receive attention. He need not fear that his name 
will be disclosed, all such communications are regarded 
“ eonfidential.”— Yours truly, 

St. Albans, Sept. 12th. J. FRASER. 


“F.HAS.” 
Sir, 

Your correspondent “Query” enquires whether holders 
of the Highland Society’s certificate have the right to 
put the letters “F.H.A.S.” after their names. The 
possession of the veterinary ceitificate of the Highland 
and Agricultural Society does not give the right to the 
use of “F.H.A.S.” The Society holds examinations and 
grants a diploma and Ist and 2nd class certificates In 
agriculture, and only those who have obtained the 
diploma in agriculture can use “F.H.A.S.”’—Yours 
faithfully, 

Sept. 12th. 


Commonications, Books, aND Papers REGEIVED:— Miss E. 
A. Ormerod, Messrs. J. Eadie. J. Fraser, J. Freeman, 
W. Pauer, J.G. Parr, E.R. Gibson, J. K. Thompso® 
(enc.) F.H.A.S.” 

The Olham Chronicle, Petevhovovah and Hants Standard, 
The West Indian Home Builder. 
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Original articles and reports should be written on on? 
side only of the paper, and authenticated by the names 4? 
addresses of the writers, not necessarily for publication. 
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